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Monday: Read the essay. Underline parts of the essay that resonate with you and explain. 

“I’d been living a reckless life. I was stealing a lot. I was dabbling in drugs. I’d gotten to the point 

where I had no hope and no faith. Eventually I was admitted to a psychiatric hospital because of 
a suicide attempt. My parents came to visit me. We’d never seen eye-to-eye. But they told me: 

‘Come home and we’ll pretend nothing happened.’ It was a toxic thing to say, but I was relieved 
to have any sort of support.  

We’d always been a military family. So even though I wanted to go to college, I saw enlisting in 
the Air Force as the only way to redeem myself. The recruiter told me that I needed to lose 70 

lbs in three months. But I was determined.  I started working out three times a day. I became 
addicted to counting calories. And it was during this period that I met Irina. We were working at 

the same restaurant. One night we were folding napkins together, and I sort of just poured out 
my whole life story. She didn’t seem to mind. We began to hang out quite a bit. She started taking 

me to church with her. She’d come to the gym with me every day. And even though she was in 

much better shape, she’d always run at my pace. She supported me every step of the way. She 
even came with me when I got a tattoo to cover up the scars from my suicide attempt.  

Everything seemed to be on track. But on the day of my final weigh-in, I was .2 lbs over. Standing 

on that scale, I actually felt a sense of peace. My recruiter told me to try again next week, but I 
turned her down. I knew I didn’t want to be in the Air Force. My parents were so disappointed 

that they told me not to come home. That night Irina and I sat in a park for two hours. She told 

me: ‘I’m always here for you. And so is my family.’ If it wasn’t for her and the church, I’d 
probably be in a hospital bed right now. Either that or I wouldn’t be here at all. But instead I’m 

about to graduate with a social work degree. Irina and I are living our dreams together. We’re 
roommates. Both of us are youth group leaders. And both of us are working as addiction 

counselors. I’m finally living life on my own terms. I want to be the person that I needed when I 
was a kid, the person that Irina was for me.” 

 

Tuesday: 1. What or who ultimately saved 

this girl? 

____________________________________ 

2. How do you know? Use a highlighter and 

highlight the lines or sentences in the essay 

where you found your answer.  

Wednesday: Think of 2 questions you 

would ask her in an interview: 

1.__________________________________

____________________________________  

2.__________________________________

____________________________________ 

 
Thursday: We have one side of the story here. Put yourself in her parent’s shoes. 

How might this situation look different from her parent’s perspective? Explain. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Friday: When she says “I am finally living life on my own terms”, 

what does she mean? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Humans of New York  
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next to what you underlined. 

 

 

“I have professors at Columbia who view 

me as a terrorist for fighting in Iraq. But I 

believe that America is an example to be 

emulated, and I went over there to provide 

those people with basic human freedoms. 

But when you get over there you realize 

that you’re fighting kids. Everyone was 

kids. You see it when they’re dead. These 

weren’t the guys who were flying into 

towers. These were kids who grew up poor, 

stepped into the wrong madrasa, and were 

manipulated by people with a sh[**] load of 

money into executing somebody else’s 

worldview. None of them came out of the 

womb hating. None of them came out of the 

womb thinking anything else but holy s**t 

this is a bright beautiful world.” 

Monday: Read the following essay. 

Underline where you can find the soldier’s 

motives for joining the war against Iraq. 

Explain those motives: 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

Tuesday: Why would he mention “the 

guys who were flying into towers”? What 

is he referencing and why is it significant? 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

Wednesday: 1. What does he mean when 

he says these kids were “manipulated by 

people with a sh** load of money into 

executing somebody else’s worldview? 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

2. Why are kids the target for recruiting? 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

Friday: What is the soldier’s purpose for telling the 

interviewer all this? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Thursday: What is the tone of this 

essay? How do you know? 

Highlight the words that create 

the tone. Then, explain what this 

tone does to the mood (how it 

makes the readers feel). 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 
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“Technically he was there. We ate dinner together every night. But 

he wasn’t exactly ‘available.’ He’d go on these long trips alone, to 

Peru, and China, and Mexico. And even when he was home, we’d 

only do things together that he found fun. He enjoyed linguistics. 

And etymology. And architecture. He was always telling us that 

houses should be circular because it’s the most efficient shape.  

But we were just kids. We weren’t interested in that stuff. We 

wanted to watch cartoons and play baseball. And that’s the stuff he 

didn’t show up for. It wasn’t malicious. He grew up in The Soviet 

Union. And his father was a heavy alcoholic, so he didn’t know any 

better. There was nowhere for him to learn parenting skills.  

When I was thirteen my parents got a divorce. My father finally got 

his own apartment and his solitude. But suddenly his kids weren’t 

readily available. We were living separate lives, so he had to learn to 

initiate. He had to express a desire for companionship. It was very 

difficult for him at first. He’d use a lot of sarcasm. Instead of saying: 

‘Can we eat dinner together?’ He’d say: ‘You can’t cook. You need my 

help.’ He began to manufacture reasons for us to be together. A 
couple years ago I got a text from him saying that he’d bought a plot 

of land. Apparently he’d been watching a lot of YouTube videos, and 

he was ready to build his circular house. But he needed our help. 

We’ve been working on it for over a year now. We laid the 

foundation ourselves. We cut down all the trees. It’s been a lot of 

work. But more importantly, it’s been a lot of time together. There’s 

still a sarcastic hint over everything. There’s a lot of: ‘Come over 

here so I can show you how to do it.’ But we’ve also had some 
deeper conversations. When we’re in the middle of building, and we 

need to break the silence. He’s learned to be more direct. He’ll tell 

me about problems he’s having. He’ll ask for advice. And he’ll even 

ask for companionship. A few months ago we were finishing up for 

the day, and he told me: ‘I know you’re busy, but if you come over 

and watch a little TV with me, especially during the winter, it would 

help me a lot. Because I’m completely alone in that apartment.’”  

Monday: Read the essay. While you read, underline 

parts where our narrator sounds like he understands 

his father even though he didn’t show a lot of 

affection.   

Tuesday: What kind of person is our narrator? Fill in 

the stem: He is the type of person who 

would_______________________________________

______________________________________ but also 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Explain the growth of the father. Not physical growth, obviously, but 

emotional and internal. What changed? And, can you pinpoint where that change 

began. Highlight the line where the father changed. Then, explain why you highlighted 

the line you picked: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Explain the significance of the housebuilding. More is being built than just a 

house, right? What is the significance of the building of the house? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday: In the essay, he mentions that his father did not learn parenting skills from his own parents, therefore, could not be blamed for his lack of parenting 

skills. Do you agree with this logic? Why or why not? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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“I don’t have any kids myself, but I noticed that most guys are really soft for their kids. So that gave me 
an idea” 
FE BRUARY 2016: FE DE RAL CO RRE CTIO NAL CO MPLE X: HAZE LTO N,  WE ST VIRGINIA  

“I’ve organized a lot of programs in prison. One of the classes I started is called Creative Parenting. It’s 

the most popular class here. The waiting list is really long. I don’t have any kids myself, but I noticed 

that most guys are really soft for their kids. So that gave me an idea. Mainly we just make stuff and 

send it to the kids. We’ll do coloring projects where the father will color half the picture, and the kid 

will color the second half. We write bedtime stories. Most of the guys write about sports , but we make 

sure that every story has a moral.  

Sometimes we’ll take funny photos and send them to the kids. One guy’s daughter was really into My 

Little Pony. He was a tough guy. He was in a gang and everything, but he put his hair into pigtails and 

pretended to be a horse. We did another class where we made cards for kids with cancer. I had my 

family set it up with a hospital. We made about 200 cards. They didn’t want us to write ‘I hope you feel 

better,’ because that reminds the kids of what they’re going through. So we tried to keep it focused on 

Christmas. There were 150 guys in my unit, and 60 signed up for that program. A lot of the guys had to 

wait outside because the room was too small.”(Federal Correctional Complex: Hazelton, West Virginia)  

 

Monday: Read the following essay and underline any 

sections or sentences that teach us about this Correction 

Officer’s personality.  

Tuesday: Using what you underlined on Monday, what do 

you think motivated him to start this program for the 

inmates?_________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________  

Wednesday: What do you think this 

offers to the inmates physically and 

emotionally? 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

Thursday: How did 

this CO know his 

program was 

successful? Highlight 

the quote and explain 

why you picked that 

one next to the 

highlighted line.  

Friday: How does this article challenge what the media is highlighting about 

police officers currently? Why does this essay matter? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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“I spent my childhood working, so I never had the chance to 

get an education. I was always envious of the boys who got 

to wear uniforms. This is her first month of school. She 

comes home and tells me exactly what happened, every 

day. I love it. If I’m not home for a few days, she’ll save up 

all her stories, then tell them to me all at once.” LAHORE, 

PAKISTAN 

Monday: Read the following essay. Underline parts that are 

similar to your life. Circle parts that are different from your 

life.  

Tuesday: Why do you think he was “envious of the boys 

who got to wear uniforms”? Explain. 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Analyze the significance of the line “This is her 

first month of school.” Why is this line so significant? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

__ 

Thursday: Why do you think the 

daughter tells him about every 

aspect of her school day? 

Explain. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

_ 

Friday: Think back to what you underlined and 

circled on Monday. List 2 things about school 

you are grateful for. Explain why.  

1.     

 

 

 

2.         
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“When I was eighteen, a large group of students visited 

Ghana from the UK for a youth development program. It 

was an expensive program. It cost thousands of pounds. But 

I got to join for free because they needed some Ghanaians 

for a smattering of cultural diversity. The program was a 

mixture of community service and adventure. We actually 

came canoeing on this very lake. The whole time I was 

thinking about how much money was being made from our 

natural resources. And how much of that money was leaving 

Ghana. I became determined to make Ghana money out of 

the Ghana environment. So after graduating college, I set 

out to build a world-class adventure company. It’s been over 

five years now. We have twelve full-time employees and 

twenty-five adventure locations. Best of all, I think we’re 

creating an adventure culture in the country. Our clients 

were seventy percent foreign when we started. Now they’re 

eighty percent Ghanaian. Behind me is Survival Island. It’s 

my latest project and biggest risk yet. I constructed a full 

ropes course, and one day I hope to build the world’s 

longest zip line. That would really put Ghana on the 

adventure map.” ACCRA, GHANA 

Monday: Read the essay and identify the 

main problem explained by the narrator by 

highlighting it. Next to what you 

highlighted, explain why he believed the 

problem to be an issue.  

Tuesday: How did the narrator solve the 

problem you identified on Monday? 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

Wednesday: Evaluate how effective the solution was to the problem? Did it work?  Explain. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you know? Provide the quote from the text:  

Friday: What arguing points would you make to convince your school to send students there on a field trip? Explain. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday: What does the narrator mean when saying a “world-class” adventure company? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___ 
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“I think sixty is a pretty good age for life to terminate. It 

would certainly clear out some room for younger 

generations. Everything deteriorates after sixty, anyway. 

After that we’re just old plants being kept alive with extra 

fertilizer. The pains get worse every day. It’s not natural. 

Think of the millions of people sitting in retirement homes 

right now. Nothing to do. No future to look forward to. It’s 

no way to live. Everyone needs a pill. That would be great. 

Enjoy your life as long as you want, but the moment the 

pain becomes too much, it’s in your hands to stop it.” 

AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS 

Monday: Read the following essay. 

While reading, underline ideas that may 

be shocking or surprising to readers.  

Tuesday: What does he mean when he says, “we’re 

just old plants being kept alive with extra 

fertilizer”? 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

Wednesday: What problem is this 

narrator explaining in this essay? 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

Then, rewrite the quote(s) that supports 

your answer: 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

Thursday: What is his posed solution to the 

problem you identified on Wednesday? 

_________________________________________

_____________________________________ 

Do you agree with his solution? Explain. 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Friday: Overall, do you think this essay is true? Do 

you think that there can be a quality of life after 

the age of 60? ____________ Explain (and if you 

disagreed, which age is the max?) 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

________________________________________ 
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“I thought it would always be in balance. That I’d always feel 

compensated. That parenting would always be exhausting, and always be 

fantastic. But sometimes it’s just one or the other. There are moments 

when it’s nothing but anger, frustration, and powerlessness. Maybe we’re 

late for an appointment. Or I need to get to work. And she doesn’t want to 

leave the house. She’ll fall on the floor, throw a fit, and not move. You’ll 

try to reason with her but she won’t even hear you. And at moments like 

this you feel so tired. All of the patience, all of the love, cannot be found. 

You wonder: ‘Why did I even start this?’ But then in the same day, the 

same hour, it all turns around. She’ll come back from an errand with my 

wife, and she’ll jump out of the car, run up to me, and squeeze me harder 

than you can possibly imagine. And I can’t imagine ever being angry. All I 

can think is: ‘What on earth did I do to deserve this little scoundrel?’” 

AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS 

Monday: Read the essay. Then, define what the narrator means when he 

says “it” in the first sentence. He always thought what would be in 

balance? _____________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: What do you think is the biggest obstacle this dad faces overall (not on a day-to-day basis)? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________How do you know? Highlight the quote in the essay that supports your answer.  

Wednesday: Go 

back through the 

essay and find 

moments of 

conflict. Then, 

label them “p” for 

physical conflict 

and “E” for 

emotional conflict.  

Thursday: Review what you underlined on Wednesday. 

Explain why you think he goes through these conflicting 

emotions? 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

___________ 

Friday: What is 1 thing you learned from this essay? 

Explain what it is AND why it matters. 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 
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“When my grandmother died, there was a feeling that I’m 

all alone in this world. Her favorite saying was: ‘I’m always 

here for you, whenever you need me.’ Without asking 

questions. Without judging. My parents were different. They 

wanted things from me. They wanted me to be a good 

person, and graduate, and get a job, and do well. But I kept 

failing. I questioned everything. I was bad at school. I didn’t 

follow the rules. I had purple hair. And a nose ring. And to 

make things worse—I had this perfect, beautiful little sister 

who did everything right. But every time I messed up, I 

could go to Oma. And she’d tell me: ‘Don’t worry so much. 

These things aren’t important.’ And ‘I love you darling.’ And 

‘You’re not a bad person.’ And ‘You’ll find a way to be 

happy.’ It could be so hard growing up. It felt like the world 

wanted so much from me. But my grandmother was 

different. She just loved me.” BERLIN, GERMANY 

Monday: Read through the essay and 

underline any part or sentence that 

resonates with you.  

Tuesday: Why did this girl love her Oma 

so much? 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

How do you know? Find 2 quotes to 

support your answer.  

 

1.    

 

 

 

2.  

Wednesday: Why do you think the opening 

line in this essay was “When my 

grandmother died, there was a feeling that 

I’m alone in this world”? What could the 

significance of this line be? 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

Thursday: Think about how her parents are portrayed in this 

essay. What objective opinions can you draw regarding her 

parents? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

What subjective opinions can you draw? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Friday: Look at the picture. What emotion is she experiencing 

and how do you know? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 
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“I grew up in a very strict household. I had to dress in a 

modest way. I couldn’t drink. Couldn’t stay out late. And my 

family certainly wouldn’t want me marrying a non-Muslim. 

Especially a white guy. It’s not even possible to have an 

Islamic wedding with a non-Muslim. But he’s made it clear 

that he’s not willing to convert. And I understand his 

position. We were just talking about our future yesterday. I 

know the situation bothers him. He wants me to commit. He 

wants me to be clear, and say that none of this matters, and 

that I’m willing to lose everything to be together. But it’s not 

that easy. My uncles would turn away from me. My aunts 

would turn away from me. I’ve seen it happen to other 

members of my extended family. I’d like to think that my 

mom would never leave my side—but she’s a people 

pleaser, so I can’t be sure. My father divorced her. And she’s 

been carrying that shame all her life. So I’m not sure if she 

can handle any more. Right now I feel like I’m living two 

lives. I went home for Eid and it felt like I was living a lie. I’m 

not sure what to do. I know he thinks I’m doubting our 

relationship. But it’s not like that at all. I wouldn’t have 

invested this much time if I didn’t want to be together. And 

I’m willing to do it. I’m willing to tell the whole world, and 

my family, and have them never speak to me again. But in 

the back of my mind, I can’t help asking myself: ‘Why won’t 

he convert? Just for a minute. He doesn’t have to follow. But 

that way I can tell everyone that we’re Muslims. Why am I 

the one that has to make the sacrifice?’” AMSTERDAM, THE 

NETHERLANDS 

Monday: Read the 

essay. While reading, 

highlight any complexity 

you might find. 

Meaning, find where 

things get complicated, 

conflicting, uncertain, 

etc. 

Tuesday: What external problems is our narrator facing? Explain. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you know? Underline the quote that supports your answer? 

Wednesday: What internal problems is our narrator facing? Explain. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you know? Circle the quote that supports your answer? 

Thursday: Think about the conflict discussed in this essay. How big a role do you think culture and religion play into the success of  a relationship? Defend 

your answer. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday: What piece of advice would you offer her if she was talking to you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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“My mom works in restaurants and cleans houses. All her 

money goes to my tuition. She always tells me just to focus 

on school. We were short on money last semester, but she 

told me: ‘Don’t worry about it. I’ll find it. You just continue.’ 

She’s always been like that. She never wants me to be 

stressed. My dad passed away when I was a young child. So 

we’ve always struggled. Sometimes when I was growing up, 

there would only be enough for one meal. And my mom 

always said that she wasn’t hungry. I didn’t realize  until I 

was older that she had only been pretending.” LIMA, PERU  

Monday: Read the essay and then use 3 

adjectives to describe the mother, explain them:  

1.    

 

2.     

 

3.          

 

  

Tuesday: Look back at Monday’s question. Now, provide 3 quotes that demonstrate the 

adjective you used to describe the mother.  

1.      

 

2.    

   

3.               

Wednesday: Explain the impact the dad’s death had 

on the family? How did his passing contribute to the 

struggle the mom and daughter faced? Explain. 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

Thursday: Explain the impact the final sentence has on readers. Why is this line so important? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday: What emotions do you think the narrator is feeling while looking back on her 

childhood? Explain. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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“When I was twelve years old, I really wanted a bicycle. So 

he bought one for me. Shortly after that, I noticed that he 

wasn’t wearing his favorite ring. He told me that it was 

being repaired. When I became an adult, I asked him again: 

‘Dad, where is that ring? I want to make one just like it.’ 

Finally he told me: ‘I sold that ring to get your bicycle.’” 

JAIPUR, INDIA 

Monday: Read the essay and explain what the dad did for 

his son. 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: What do you think motivated the dad to sell his ring in order to get his son a bike? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Which of the 4 themes is the strongest theme for this 

essay?  

Family                           Love and sacrifice 

Power of wealth               Coming of age  

Explain why you chose the theme that you did: 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Based on your answer for Wednesday, highlight the section or 

sentence that supports your answer and explain how that quote is 

supportive: 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Friday: Try to recall 2 things your parents or guardians may have sacrificed 

for you over the years.  

1.    

2.  
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“My wife passed away last month. She started shivering 

when she came out of the bath, and then she fainted. I took 

her to the hospital but she had a heart attack before I could 

admit her. I’m trying to stay busy. I’m OK when I’m at work, 

but the minute I enter my home, I begin to think about her. 

Her photographs are still by my bedside. Thankfully my 

tenyear-old grandson has been sleeping with me. He 

watches my shows with me. And he talks constantly. He 

goes on about his school and his class and his teachers. A lot 

of what he says is nonsense, but I enjoy it. And when he falls 

asleep, I fall asleep.” JAIPUR, INDIA 

Monday: Read the essay and explain what it is about. 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: How did this man use his grandson to help him 

through the grieving process? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Think about your answer from Tuesday, is this 

an effective method to help with grief?  Explain. 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Do you think the grandson knows the significance his company has on his 

grandfather? Explain. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Find a quote to support your answer: 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Friday: What are other methods of coping with loss? List 2 and explain why they could 

be effective.  

1.         

 

    

2.    
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“When I was the age of this boy, my father had a stroke. My 

family used all our savings to take care of him. And after 

we’d spent everything, my father gave up the ghost. We 

were left in a desperate situation. There was no money left. 

There were six of us living in a single room. I was only in fifth 

grade, but I had to go to work. I carried oranges on my head 

and sold them in the street. Then one day I met the owner 

of a print shop. He was a friend of my brother. He fed me 

every afternoon, and he began to teach me his profession. 

He told me: ‘Never view yourself as having nothing.’ And he 

showed me that I could change my life with skills alone. 

Now I have my own shop. And anyone who has an interest, I 

will teach them. I’ve taught fourteen boys already. This boy 

has stopped going to school. But we can’t allow him to be 

idle. We must keep him busy because there’s criminality all 

around us. Every day we see drug dealers walk by. I point to 

them and I ask: ‘Do you want to be like them? Or do you 

want to be like me?’” LAGOS, NIGERIA 

Monday: Read the essay and 

underline every time a problem 

was solved.  

Tuesday: What is the significance of 

the line “never view yourself as 

having nothing” to the meaning of 

this essay? Explain. 

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________ 

Wednesday: What was the man’s purpose for telling this 

story? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Did he achieve this purpose? Explain. 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Why do you think he will teach anyone who has an interest even though they 

could easily become his competition? Explain. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday: What 2 questions would you ask him if you could interview him?   

1.             

 

2.       
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“I’m seventeen. I’m doing my best to convince myself that we’re all 

beautiful in our own way, but it’s not so easy. I look at all the pretty 

things my friends have: their bodies, their lips, how they wear their 

hair, or their makeup—even their personalities. Some have such pretty 

personalities. I wish I could be one of those people who laugh and talk 

for hours without stopping. Instead I just hide in the back of class and 

try not to draw attention to myself. I wear baggy clothes. Anything not 

to be noticed. But I’m trying to change. I’m trying to get out of my 

comfort zone. I’m searching for plus-sized models online. Women who 

are bigger, but still confident and beautiful. I’m wearing less black. I 

never used to wear colors because they emphasize your curves. But 

now I’m wearing colors. I even wore a dress recently. Not to school, of 

course, but to dinner with my grandparents. It was blue and had white 

flowers. My dream is to eventually go to the beach. The water was such 

an important part of my childhood. My grandparents had a little beach 

house and we’d go every summer. But I haven’t been to a beach in over 

five years. Well, I did go once. But I sat on the shore, and watched 

everyone’s stuff, and took their photos for Instagram. Next time I’d like 

to actually go in the water. Wearing a swimsuit. If I can do that, and 

have the time of my life, and feel that I’m allowed to show myself—my 

insides and my outsides— then I’ll know I’m finally where I want to be.” 

AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS 

Monday: Read the essay and underline any parts that might resonate 

with you or someone you know.  

Tuesday: What is the symbolism behind her actually going into the 

water at the beach? It isn’t about the water, exactly. So what is 

significant about this? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: What problems is the narrator facing? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

And, how do you know? Highlight the quotes that support your answer.  

Thursday: What do you think 

her definition of “pretty” is 

based on the opening of this 

piece? 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

__________ 

Friday: Think of a time where you 

were self-conscious? What was it 

and how did you overcome it? 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_ 
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“He’s too scared to sacrifice his 

pieces. He hasn’t learned that 

sometimes you need to lose two 

to gain three.” KAMPALA, 

UGANDA 

Monday: Read the essay and then look at the picture. 

Who do you think said this? Why? 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

Tuesday: Do you agree with the message being 

argued? Explain.  

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

Wednesday: The narrator used the term “scared” 

when explaining why his opponent didn’t sacrifice his 

pieces. Scared implies cowardly, frightful, 

inexperienced, etc. which could explain why he was 

not confident in sacrificing his pieces. What if “scared” 

was replaced with “careful”? How would that change 

the significance of the line? 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

Thursday: Name a time 

you had to sacrifice in 

order to make gains. Was 

it worth the price? Explain. 

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

___ 

Friday: The narrator compared life to a game of checkers when 

talking about sacrificing a few to gain many. How else can life 

be compared to a game? List 2 examples and explain them.  

1.              

        

  

2.          
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“There were no paved roads here when I was a boy. We had 

to walk for three days to get to places that only take two 

hours now. There was never any money for school. We had 

no wealth or property. Beginning at six years old, I cleaned 

dishes at a restaurant until nine p.m. Then I would go to 

sleep and start again. All my money went to my parents. I’d 

hear stories about cities and airplanes, but they seemed like 

fairy tales. I’d dream of visiting these places, but before I 

could get too far, I’d be hungry again. So I grew up thinking 

that the entire world was like our valley. I thought all 

children lived like me. Then one day when I turned sixteen, I 

had the opportunity to visit the city of Gilgit. I couldn’t 

believe it. I saw a boy eating at a restaurant with his father. 

He was my age. He was wearing a school uniform. I broke 

down in tears.” HUNZA VALLEY, PAKISTAN 

Monday: Read the essay. 

While reading, underline 

any sections or sentences 

that are the opposite of 

your life. Then, explain 

the significance of these 

differences. 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 

Tuesday: What does he mean when he says, “I’d hear 

stories about cities and airplanes, but they seemed like fairy 

tales”? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Why do you think the boy eating at a 

restaurant was so memorable to the narrator? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Explain the tears. Do you think they were tears of joy? Sadness? Was he 

overwhelmed? Explain your response: 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________  

Highlight a quote that supports your answer.  

Friday: Think of 2 things you did, experienced, had, that would surprise our narrator when 

he was 16 (like the boy in the restaurant).  

1.           

2.          
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“I moved to Paris to be with the man. I brought along my 

teenage son. The city was so beautiful compared to where 

we’d come from. The man paid for everything. He told me: 

‘Anything you need, I’ll give you.’ And for a few moments I 

felt protected from the troubles of life. His home was like a 

prison, but I cannot say that the prison was uncomfortable. 

He told me not to worry about residency papers. He said 

that he’d talk to his lawyers and everything would be 

arranged. But time went on and the papers never arrived. 

Whenever I questioned him, he’d change the subject. Then 

he started to say: ‘I won’t do it. Because if you have papers, 

you’ll leave me.’ I was trapped. I couldn’t work. I didn’t have 

a bank account. I didn’t speak the language. Over the years I 

became like a child. All I ever said was ‘thank you’ and ‘I’m 

sorry.’ He convinced me not to trust anyone. I could see on 

TV that French people had friends, and went to the office, 

and took vacations. But it was like a different world. There 

were years of my life when my only human contact was with 

my dentist. I lost hope. You can’t live in pain all the time. 

You have to give up. So I just focused on survival. I couldn’t 

leave because my son would have no life back in Moldova. 

He was the only thing I loved. Eventually he turned eighteen 

and got his official papers. Then he wrote a letter explaining 

my situation. He sent it to some ministry—I don’t know. He 

didn’t even tell me about it. One morning he asked me to sit 

down, and he said: ‘Mama, don’t get too excited. But I just 

got a phone call. They told me your papers are ready.’” 

Monday: Read the essay and 

highlight any time the theme of 

entrapment appears.  

Tuesday: What was the 

narrator’s motivation for 

staying in that situation so 

long? Explain. 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

Wednesday: Go back to Monday’s assignment. List and 

explain the different ways this woman was “trapped”.  

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Friday: If you could interview 

her, which 2 questions would 

you ask?              

1.     

 

 

2.              

Thursday: Where in the essay can you find the author’s 

purpose for telling this to readers. Underline that section or 

sentence.  
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“My father called me ‘stupid’ a lot. Even when I’d bring home good grades, 

he’d say things like: ‘You’re smart, but you don’t know anything.’ I just wasn’t 

a big reader like him. He always had a book in his hand. Math was my thing. 

During lunch I’d go to the junior high library and sit on the floor with puzzle 

books. Now I’m a teacher, and I’ve taught every math class in the high school 

curriculum. A few years ago I was teaching my precalculus class, and I 

stumbled upon a set of numbers that generated ellipses with identical 

positioning in both the rectangular and polar coordinate systems. So I turned 

them into variables, wrote a two-page proof, and had my work published in a 

journal called the Mathematics Teacher. Take that, Dad.” NEW YORK, UNITED 

STATES 

Monday: Read the essay. Once done, use the essay to explain the meaning 

of “knowledge”. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: What do you think 

motivated the author to go into 

the field of education? Explain 

your answer. 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

Friday: What are 2 take-aways 

from this essay. Meaning, what 2 

things stuck with you? Explain 

why.  

1.    

 

 

 

2.    

Wednesday: Think of a 

movie or TV show that 

resonates with this essay. It 

can be anything of 

significance. Explain the 

connection. 

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

______ 

Thursday: Explain the cause and effect 

that happened within the essay. 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

_ 
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“I want to be an engineer.” 

“What advice would you give other engineers?” 

“If you build a house that collapses, you’re going to get 

arrested. So you need to keep using the pendulum to make 

sure that everything is straight. Also, your cement mix has 

to be strong. You also need to be careful with the builders 

that you hire, or they will steal the cement from you.”“What 

sort of building would you build?”“A factory that makes new 

books, so that everyone can have new books for school. All 

of my books are old and have writing in them.”(Entebbe, 

Uganda) 

Monday: Read the essay and underline details that 

reveal characteristics of the narrator. Then, next to 

what you underlined, briefly explain the characteristic 

the detail reveals.  

Tuesday: Besides his tattered books, what else do you 

think is motivating this person to build a book factory? 

Explain.  Think of causes and effects of suck a factory. 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

__________________________ 

Wednesday: What is the 

central idea of this 

essay? Do not  merely 

summarize. 

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________ 

Thursday: Create a title for this essay using the information 

you wrote on Wednesday. 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Why did you title the essay that? 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Friday: If you were going to build a building, what would it be? 

___________________________________________________ 

What problem(s) would it solve? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 



Created by Michelle Lindsey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It was my first year teaching at a new school. Cristina was only an eighth grader, but she was in my enhanced 

math class. We didn’t bond much that year. Partly because she didn’t need my help. But mainly because I was so 

frazzled. Being a new teacher is rough. You’re dealing with students from all different backgrounds. You’re trying 

to teach them the quadratic formula. But also to be a good person, and navigate life. On top of it all you’re having 

to navigate school politics. So it always seems like there’s a fire to be put out. Sometimes I’d stay late trying to 

finish extra work, and that’s when Cristina came wandering in. By that time she  was a freshman. And she was 

heartbroken, because she’d just gotten a ‘D’ on a math test. She’d hit a wall. So I gave her practice problems to do 

on the whiteboard. I enjoyed having her around. It was nice to have someone else in the classroom. And even 

when she didn’t need my help anymore, she kept coming anyway. We kept up the tradition for four years. We’d 

put on country music. Then we’d sit on opposite sides of the room and do our work. She went from thirteen to 

eighteen in my classroom. I watched her grow up. Our conversations matured. We started talking about college. 

And what she wanted to do with her life. We talked about her first boyfriend. And her first breakup. I got to see it 

all. Whenever a new class would graduate, it was so sad to see the kids leave. But in the back of my mind, I’d 

always say: ‘At least Cristina is only in 9th. At least Cristina is only in 10th. At least Cristina is only in 11th.’ But this 

year her class finally graduated. I knew the moment would come, but it’s still tough. Because they’re the first class 

that spent all four years with me. They watched me grow. They saw me on my very first day. They saw me come 

back one summer with a new last name. They were with me when I figured it all out, and they were so smart that 

they succeeded anyway. Cristina graduated as the valedictorian. She’ll be going to the University of Pennsylvania 

next year. She wants to be a nurse. And I’m just so proud of her. It’s been such an honor to watch her grow. And I 

can’t wait to see what she does next.” 

Monday: Read the essay and 

underline any details that show 

the dedication of this teacher.   

Tuesday: Have you ever had a 

teacher in your life like this 

one? One that you could go to 

for anything? If so, explain why. 

If not, also explain why. 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

Wednesday: Who do you think 

needed the other person the most? 

The teacher or Cristina? 

_____________________________ 

How do you know? Explain. 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

Thursday: Go back 

into the essay with a 

highlighter and 

highlight sections or 

sentences that 

support  your 

answer to 

Wednesday’s 

assignment.  

Friday: Explain the author’s purpose. Why 

would the teacher tell this to readers? 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 
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“I was nineteen or twenty. I was becoming aware that I might be gay. My parents were very religious, so they 

took me to ‘conversion-like’ stuff. It wasn’t full therapy, but I had to sit down with the pastor. And it left me 

convinced I was going to hell. It wasn’t until I left for college that I finally had the space to be myself. But since I 

was cut off from my parents, I needed a way to survive. So I applied for a job with the janitorial staff. The Head 

of Facilities was named George, and he was scary. He was the one who’d write you up for drinking alcohol. And 

he had this huge set of keys on his belt. So if you heard him coming, you ran the other way. He told me years 

later that when I asked for a job, he could tell I was going through something. So he gave me a chance. I followed 

him while he did his rounds. He showed me how to fix things around the dorm. And the whole time we’d talk. He 

was this conservative, blue-collar, white dude. But he saw me. We became so close that people teased me about 

our friendship. He’d ask about my day. He’d ask my opinions. He knew I was gay, but he didn’t care as long as I 

showed up on time. After work one day, when we were finished sweeping up, I sat down with George on a 

bench. I was feeling depressed, so I told him: ‘I’m done. I can’t do it anymore. I’m dropping out to join the Army.’ 

That’s when he told me: ‘You’ve got some college under your belt. You should go to West Point instead.’ I’d 

never even heard of West Point. I began to research the school, but everyone else discouraged me. My 

basketball coach laughed at me. It began to seem impossible, especially because I was doing it alone. But George 

encouraged me. ‘You have a real shot,’ he said. ‘Just apply.’ So I did. And I was accepted. I went on to get an 

MBA from Wharton and now I’m working in finance. But George has fallen on tough times. The college closed 

down, so his job disappeared. And he recently lost his son. I know he’s in a lot of pain. He’s like a father to me. 

He calls me all the time. We say ‘I love you.’ So I need him in my life. I just want him to know that I see him. And 

that he matters. And he did a whole lot more than fix things. He fixed people.” 

Monday: Read the essay and 

underline anything that resonates 

with you in any way.  

Tuesday: Explain how the narrator 

misjudged George and why this is 

important. 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

Wednesday: Explain the significance 

of the narrator being accepting into 

West Point? 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

Thursday: What does it mean to ‘be seen’? Explain. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Friday: Explain a person you ‘see’ or who ‘sees’ you and what that is 

like. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

____ 
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“I lived with my biological mother in Moscow until I was nine years old.  She was a 

very bitter woman.  I remember loving her despite the dark moments, but she 

neglected me.  And she was abusive.  Eventually my father was able to win a court 

case and brought me to live with him.  It was my first time on an airplane.  I was so 

fascinated by everything.  When I got to his apartment, I had my own bedroom.  And 

there were two little bees sitting on the bedside table, a mother bee and a baby 

bee.  They were a gift from my father’s wife Elena, and I still have them today.  I call 

Elena my ‘mom’ because I don’t like the word ‘stepmother.’  It’s not enough.  She was 

so patient with me, even though I was a troubled child.  I was quiet.  I mainly kept to 

myself.  And during that first year, I bit her so many times that she had to wear long 

sleeves.  But my mom was never unfriendly, never violent, never abusive.  Even when 

she got angry, she always made me feel like I had value.  Our twentieth anniversary 

was on April 2nd.  She’s been there there for all the heartaches.  She’s shown up for all 

the big moments.  All I’ve ever gotten from her is love.  Mom doesn’t tell me much 

about her life before me.  I know she always wanted to be a mother, but married my 

father too late to conceive.  But whenever I ask about it, she doesn’t go into 

detail.  She’ll just say that I’m the only child she needs.”#quarantinestories 

Monday: Read the essay and underline anything that 

resonates with you in any way.  

Tuesday: Go back into the essay and circle sections or 

sentences that demonstrates the narrator’s appreciation 

of her stepmother.  

Wednesday: Explain the difference between, and  the significance of, her calling 1 

mom her “biological mother” verses the other “mom”. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________  

Thursday: Create a title for this essay. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Why did you title the essay that? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

 

Friday: Explain how this is a success story. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_ 
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“I left Iran eighteen years ago and went to Britain. I felt that I had to leave 

because the war had just ended and there weren’t many jobs. But I didn’t 

speak English, and I hadn’t gone to college, so I wasn’t sure how I’d survive. 

When I arrived in Britain, I found a small apartment to share with two African 

immigrants. We couldn’t communicate with each other. I tried turning on the 

television but I couldn’t understand anything. I totally lost my confidence. 

Luckily I met another Iranian immigrant who offered me a job at his fish-n-chips 

shop. My job was to mop the floor and peel potatoes. It was very difficult to 

adjust. I felt very lonely. I’d been a wrestler back in my hometown. People had 

respected me. Now I was at the bottom. Years later, I’d own several of my own 

restaurants. But that first night I cried the entire walk home.”(Namakabroud, 

Iran) 

Monday: Read the essay and highlight any trials this narrator faced.  

Tuesday: How did these trials 

help contribute to the success 

he found later in life? Explain. 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

Wednesday: Why do you think 

the other Iranian Immigrant 

offered him a job of mopping 

the floor and peeling potatoes 

when he could have done that 

himself for free? 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

Thursday: What could be a solution for the struggle immigrants face 

when trying to find work or friends? Pick one. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Explain why this could work. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Friday: Which theme is more present in this story: Success or Lost 

honor? Explain. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
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“Since he was very young, I’ve tried to show him that we 

can’t always afford the things that we want. When my 

wallet is full, I show him. When my wallet is empty, I show 

him. Things have been especially hard lately because my 

husband has missed a few paychecks. We couldn’t get new 

supplies for school this year. But he told me: ‘Don’t worry 

Mom, we’ll get them when the wallet is full.’ And then the 

other day he saw that I was upset because we couldn’t get 

all the groceries we needed. So he went into his room and 

brought me his own savings.”(Anzali, Iran) 

Monday: Read the essay 

and rank the themes 

from 1 to 4. All themes 

are present but number 

them in order of 

dominance. The most 

predominant theme 

label “1”, the least, “4”: 

         Facing Reality     

         Empowerment 

          Coming of age 

   Working class struggles                                                            

Tuesday: Explain what lesson the mother 

was teaching her son by showing her 

wallet. 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

Wednesday: Was the lesson you identified on 

Tuesday successful? 

___________________________________________ 

How do you know? 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

Thursday: Go back to Monday’s 

answer and defend your number 1 

choice. 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

Highlight sections or sentences in 

the essay that support your 

response.  

Friday: List 2 cause and effect chains that 

happened within this essay.                  

1.       

 

 

 

2.              
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“My mother died when I was two years old, so it’s just me 

and my father. He’s been really angry with me lately. He’s 

always wanted me to be an engineer like him, but I switched 

my major to photography. He didn’t’ show any emotion 

when I told him. He always has a poker face. But I know that 

he’s angry from the little things. He never asks me to go 

shopping with him anymore. We used to go to the market 

together. He’d pick up a watermelon, inspect it, then would 

hand it to me for my opinion. It doesn’t sound like much but 

I really valued that time together. But once I changed my 

major, he stopped asking me to come along. But I think 

things are getting better. Recently I scored in the top 5th 

percentile on the University Entrance Exam for 

photography. When I told my father, he didn’t show any 

emotion. But the next day he asked me if I wanted to go 

shopping. And that made me so happy. Because it’s just the 

two of us. And I really, really, really, really love 

him.” (Tehran, Iran) 

Monday: Read the essay and 

explain the central idea. 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

Tuesday: What is the 

significance of his father asking 

him to go shopping again?  

Explain. 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

Wednesday: Create a title for this essay. 

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

Why did you title the essay that? 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

 

Thursday: Was the dad justified in his disappointment when 

the narrator chose photography? Explain your response.  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Friday: Do your aspirations align with what your parents or guardians want for you? Explain. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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“I’ve worked to eradicate Malaria my entire life, and I used 
to drive out into the rural areas all the time to do my work. 
I’d carry large amounts of money without any fear. People 
would know that I had money with me and nobody would 
bother me. But things have changed. People have grown 
desperate, and desperate people do bad things. The 
population has grown in Mexico much faster than the 
infrastructure, and there just aren’t enough jobs to support 
everyone. My company had a job opening recently, and all 
the job required was a high school diploma, but 400 people 
showed up with college degrees. And that was for a job that 
only paid $350 a month! All Mexicans need are jobs. We are 
not a lazy people. Give us a job and we won’t sleep if it’s 
necessary. We’ll eat our lunch while we are working. We will 
work 15 hours a day to dig a hole 10 kilometers deep, if that 
is what you ask us to do. Because for us, all work is a 
blessing.” 

(Mexico City, Mexico) 

 

Monday: Read the essay. Based on what you read, look at 

the picture. How does the narrator appear? What emotion 

is he portraying in both the photograph and the essay?  

Explain. 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: What is 

the main 

problem outlined 

in this essay? 

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

How do you 

know? Go back 

into the text and 

highlight the 

evidence to 

support your 

answer.  

Wednesday: What is 

one possible solution 

to the problem you 

identified on Tuesday? 

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________ 

How likely will this 

solve the entire 

problem? 

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________ 

Thursday: Why would the 

author begin this story by 

discussing his work in 

eradicating Malaria and 

driving to different areas for 

work? 

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________ 

Friday: What do you think are 

the long-term effects of the 

main problem within this 

essay?_____________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

_________________________  
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“My partner and I were looking to foster a child, so we decided to attend some parenting courses.  There 

were about five different couples in the class.  And we were doing this ‘ice breaker’ thing, where everyone 

shared their reason for wanting to become a foster parent.  When it came around to one guy, he sort of 

shrugged, and said: ‘We already have three kids, but there’s an extra seat in our minivan.’  Everyone 

started laughing.  The whole room relaxed.  And that’s my first memory of Larkin.  He was attending the 

class with his wife Katie, and I was drawn to them immediately.  They were just such obviously good 

people.  We started eating lunch with them on our breaks.  We’d visit them on weekends.  One 

Halloween we were trick-or-treating with their kids, and Larkin sat me down on a stoop, and asked why 

we hadn’t fostered yet.  That’s when I told him about my health problems.  My mother had given me a 

kidney transplant fifteen years earlier, and it was beginning to fail.  I was on heavy dialysis.  I needed 

blood transfusions.  Soon I would need another kidney, but I couldn’t find a match.  I never asked him.  I’d 

never do that to someone.  But the next day Larkin called me and told me he wanted to be tested.  It was 

a miracle.  We were a perfect match.  We went through months of preparation.  But four days away from 

the surgery, my blood test showed an abnormality, and we were suddenly unmatched.  It was 

devastating.  I felt like giving up, but Larkin kept pressing me to consider a paired donation.  He offered to 

donate his kidney to an absolute stranger, if the hospital would find me a match.  And they did.  Larkin 

gave his kidney to a woman, and I received one from her husband.  I was forever changed by this 

man.  Larkin is someone who truly lives his life for other people.  Not only did he give me the gift of 

life.  But he’s shown me what it means to be a human on this earth.”#quarantinestories  

Monday: Read the essay. While reading, 

underline sections that develop Larkin and 

reveal who he is as a person. Circle sections 

where the narrator is developed.  

Tuesday: What facts or ideas from 

the essay show that the narrator is 

grateful to Larkin? List them: 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

Wednesday: Could you do that? Could 

you donate a part of your body to a 

complete stranger so your friend could 

get what they need? Explain. 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

Thursday: What does it 

mean when the narrator 

says, “Larkin is someone 

who truly lives his life for 

other people”? 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 

Friday: What does the phrase “he’s 

shown me what it means to be 

human on this earth” 

mean?_________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 
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“He’s like an angel. When he was younger, he would pass by our store 
everyday. He couldn’t speak back then. He couldn’t even say his name, but he 
always passed by the store and gave off the warmest feelings. My father began 
to invite him in, and soon he was coming by the store every day to play. When 
he started spending time with us, he began to improve very quickly. We told 
him we needed his help with the shop. We think that all he needed was 
something to hope for. He began to tell us all about his feelings. He visited 
with everyone who came into the shop. He learned bits of English and 
Japanese. He changed our lives so much. My father loved him like a son, and 
he loved my father. They would always laugh together and dance together. 
When my Father died, he was very sad for five months. He still prays for my 
father every time he eats a meal. Lately, all he can talk about is a girl in his 
class that he wants to marry. She also has Down Syndrome. Every day he talks 
about the wedding he will have, and he invites everyone he sees. He has 
invited over 5,000 people so far. He tells each person what they are supposed 
to bring to the wedding. His father will not allow him to get married. But we 
are thinking about having a ‘wedding party,’ and inviting everyone in the 
town.” 

(Jerusalem) 

 

Monday: Read the essay and number the sentences 

that show emotional growth of the boy.  

Tuesday: What do you think life is 

like for someone with Down 

Syndrome? How do you think they 

see the world? 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

Wednesday: What does the simile 

“loved him like a son” mean? 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

Why is this detail important in this 

essay? 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

Friday: What do you think 

the author’s purpose was for 

this essay? What was he 

trying to achieve 

overall?_________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

Was he successful in 

delivering that 

message?_______________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________ 

Thursday: Why do 

you think the 

author included the 

part about the boy 

wanting to marry a 

girl from his 

class?___________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________  
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“Tell me about the day you decided to leave Syria.” 

“Our house was next to a checkpoint for the government, so we thought it 

was safe. There were snipers around, but we thought they knew us. They’d 

seen us everyday. But one day the electricity got very weak. The television 

was still working, but the refrigerator and washing machine cut off, so my 

brother went into the yard to check it. And then we heard a scream. It wasn’t 

exactly a scream, more like an ‘Ahhhh!’ And I ran outside. And there he was.” 

“What is your fondest memory of your brother?” 

“When we built a second story for our house, my brother and I spent the 

whole day working together. We were playing tricks on people. We were 

putting salt in their tea. We were hiding instead of working. We were laughing 

the entire day.” 

“What were you thinking when you found him in the yard?”“'How can I save 

him?’ How can I save him?’ How can I save him? How can I save him? How can 

I save him?’”“What did your mother say?”“She didn’t say a thing. The whole 

family was screaming. But she didn’t make a sound." (Zaatari Refugee Camp, 

Jordan) 

Monday: Read the essay. Explain the overall reason they left Syria. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: Explain the healing power memories can have.  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Create 

a title for this 

essay. 

________________

________________

________________

________________ 

Why did you title 

the essay that? 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

_____ 

 

Friday: If you 

could interview 

the narrator, 

what 2 questions 

would you ask? 

1.    

 

 

 

 

2.     

Thursday: Why do 

you think that is 

her fondest 

memory of the 

brother? 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________ 
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“There is a stigma in this country around women with jobs. 

So I want to start an organization that provides girls in the 

Congo with examples of women around the world who have 

balanced family and career. Most men in this country think 

it’s only about money. They think: ‘If I make enough money 

for us to live, then my wife should take care of the children.’ 

The common belief is that a woman who works is hurting 

her children. People don’t realize that children also gain 

from the knowledge and experiences of their 

mother.”(Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo) 

Monday: Read the essay and then explain 

what the narrator means when she says that 

men think it is only about the money.  What 

does she mean with the word “only”. If it 

isn’t about money, then what is working 

about? 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

Tuesday: She says that people don’t realize 

what children gain from the knowledge and 

experiences of their mother. List 2 things 

children could learn from their mother 

because she is working. 

1.     

 

2.      

 

 

 

   

1.     

Wednesday: Which theme is more prevalent: 

gender roles or female empowerment? Explain. 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Thursday: Based on your reading, explain what 

the word “stigma” means. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

Friday: Explain the author’s purpose. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 
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“I first learned that I was crippled when I was eight. We 
played a game in the yard where we would race and do 
somersaults. When even the youngest kids beat me, I knew I 
had a problem. Then when it was time to go to school, I was 
the only one who couldn’t go, because it was a very far 
walk.” 

“Do you remember the saddest moment of your 
life?”“When I turned twenty, I had this moment where I 
realized that I hadn’t been able to get any education. And 
suddenly I knew that I’d probably never have a family.” 

(Nairobi, Kenya) 

 
Monday: Read the essay and explain the 

struggles the narrator faces. 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

 

Tuesday: Why do you think his saddest memory 

was that he didn’t get an education? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Wednesday: Explain why the narrator associates education 

with having a family. 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Thursday: What modern 

technology do other countries 

have access to that would have 

benefited this man? 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

Explain how these would have 

helped him. 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

Friday: Create a title for this 

essay. 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

Why did you title the essay 

that? 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 
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“Some people still prefer the arranged marriage, especially 
in the countryside where tradition is still strong. The 
thought is that your parents know you very well, and will 
make the decision based on experience and not emotion. 
The divorce rate with arranged marriages is lower, because 
both families are heavily involved and there are many 
people committed to making the match work. But the 
tradition is on the way out. It used to be that you didn’t 
even see your wife until your wedding day, and you fell in 
love after your wedding, as you learned to support and care 
for each other. But today there’s Whatsapp and Facebook, 
so keeping two people apart is almost impossible. ‘Love 
marriages’ are becoming much more popular than arranged 
marriages, and even arranged marriages involve much more 
interaction than they used to. Many families still choose to 
uphold the appearance of an arrangement. Their children 
will come to them and say: 'I fell in love.’ And they’ll say: 
'OK, let us arrange it.’” 

(Jammu, India) 

 

Monday: Read the essay and explain what the main idea is. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: Explain the major difference between arranged 

marriages in the past and how they have evolved today 

based on this essay. 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Why do you think arranged marriages have a 

lower divorce rate? Find evidence in the text, circle it, and 

then write your answer next to what you circled.  

Thursday: Write an argument arguing against arranged marriages.  Explain your ideas. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Friday: Now, write an argument supporting arranged marriages. Explain your ideas.  

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 



Created by Michelle Lindsey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I’d been studying German for a few years, and I met this 

woman who gave me the opportunity to go to Germany for 

a full year. The brochure looked very nice. The program 

included hikes, volunteer work, singing in church. It was very 

expensive, but my family thought it would be a great 

experience for me, so all my relatives chipped in to pay the 

program fee. I was so excited for months. On the day that I 

was supposed to leave, I went to the airport, and waited in 

line to check my baggage. When I got to the front of the 

line, they told me that my ticket was a forgery. When I tried 

to call the woman’s phone, it had been 

disconnected." (Nairobi, Kenya) 

Monday: Read the essay and 

then explain how the 

narrator sounds. 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

Go back into the essay and 

underline sections or 

sentences that show that 

tone.  

Tuesday: Explain the effects of this deception. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

Wednesday: Think about her tone and the 

effects of the scam. How does this essay make 

you feel as the reader? How does her tone affect 

your mood? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

Thursday: Put yourself in her families’ shoes. How do you think they responded when they found 

out? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday: How would you have handled this 

situation? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 
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She initially said “no” when I asked for a photo, but another 

old woman walked by, and began speaking passionately in 

Ukrainian. Apparently convinced by the words of the 

passerby, the woman shrugged, and posed for the picture. 

After everything was finished, I asked my translator: “What 

did that other woman say?”  

“She said: ‘You must not refuse a photo, because you must 

represent the women of your land. Now go to 

eternity!’”(Odessa, Ukraine) 

Monday: Read the essay and explain why you 

think he used the word “passionately” to 

describe the tone of the other woman. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

Tuesday: What does it mean to “represent the 

women of your land”? Explain why this would 

be important. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

Wednesday: What did she mean when she told 

her to “go to eternity” when discussing getting 

her picture taken? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

Thursday: Do you believe that a person 

could truly, in a sense, achieve 

immortality through pictures? Explain. 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

Friday: Create a title for this 

essay. 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

Why did you title the essay 

that? 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 
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“She was always vague about her life back in Vietnam. The only time I ever pressed her on it was in 

high school. We were doing this project on our family tree, and I asked about her history. She 

wouldn’t even look at me. Her hands started shaking. And she started tearing up. ‘It was really hard 

coming here,’ she said. ‘But I did it so that you could have a better life.’ And she did give me a better 

life. My childhood was amazing. She brought us to museums and concerts. Every year we went on 

one big trip. I used to feel guilty around my Vietnamese friends, because a lot of their parents 

worked in nail salons and were never around. But mom was a career woman. She was one of four 

women in her engineering class. She hung her graduation photo in our living room, right next to a 

picture of me. The expectation was clear. She wanted me to graduate. And get a good job. To the 

point where it felt overbearing. Especially in high school when I was trying to figure out my own 

identity. I started talking back, which is very disrespectful in Vietnamese culture. And I got involved 

in bad relationships because I knew she’d disapprove. I just didn’t want to feel like her trophy. Like 

all that mattered was my education and career. I didn’t want to be the redemption for how hard her 

life had been. But as I got older, I learned just how hard it was. Other family members filled in the 

details. Her dad died when she was six and she was separated from her mother. She’d witnessed 

rape and violence. She’d escaped the war on a boat in the middle of the night. And I began to 

understand why she was so obsessed with me being successful and independent. Her life had been 

anything but stable. Yet she’d provided us with so much stability. When my dad lost his job, we 

didn’t even know. We went to Disney World that year. So I’ve grown to realize how lucky we were. 

And Mom’s been trying to grow as well. She’s starting saying ‘I’m proud of you.’ Which is weird, but 

nice. And she’s really trying to ask about things other than work and school. Though when my 

brother graduated recently, she did pull our entire family’s gowns out of storage. So she could have 

one final picture for the living room.” 

Monday: Read the essay and explain the main 

the idea: 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

______________________________________ 

Tuesday: Work on 

characterization. Go 

back into the essay. 

Underline all details 

that says something 

about the mom’s 

personality. 

Underline when we 

are told things 

about her.  

Wednesday: Work on 

characterization. Go 

back into the essay. 

Underline all details 

that show something 

about the mom’s 

personality.  

Circle when we are 

shown things about 

her.  

Thursday: fill in the blanks: Her mom is the 

type of person 

who_______________________________

___________________________________

_________________________ but would 

also________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

Friday: Put yourself in the mother’s shoes. Why 

would you want your children to succeed in 

school and have promising/sustainable careers? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 
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“My husband hasn’t been home in 153 days.  There’s a legal case 

right now, so I can’t say exactly what happened.  But he suffered a 

catastrophic brain injury in July.  And so many of his memories are 

gone.  Some days I’ll go visit him and it just won’t stick.  He still 

remembers my name, but his memories about me are all 

wrong.  Or the details are mixed up.  But he’s one hundred 

percent convinced they’re true.  He can’t be corrected.  He’s 

steadfast in his memories.  Right now I feel like we’re on two 

different tracks.  I’m just trying to find the places where they 

merge.  He recognized our wedding ring yesterday, even though it 

was around my neck, that was big for me.  It was a moment when 

our realities came together.  Our 45th anniversary is this 

Saturday.  I’m just hoping it will be as normal as possible.  I’m 

going to cook him dinner.  Hopefully he’ll eat.  And maybe we can 

share some of the same memories.  I’m not sure if that’s enough 

for me, but it has to be.  It has to be enough.  Because he’s not 

going anywhere.  And neither am I.  We’re in this together.” 

Monday: Read the essay 

and explain how hope is 

connected to it. 

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

_____________________ 

Tuesday: What is significant about the husband recognizing the 

wedding ring? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Put yourself in the wife’s shoes- How would this 

situation make you feel?  Why? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Now, put yourself in the husband’s shoes- How would this situation 

make you feel?  Why? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Why do you think the women chose to have a picture 

taken of her rings instead of her face? 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Friday: Create a title for this essay. 

_____________________________________________________ 

Why did you title the essay that? 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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“Two million people came out for a protest on June 16th.  It 

was hot.  It was sweaty.  I didn’t feel like going.  But I went 

to represent myself and what I believe.  Even if change 

seemed unlikely, I wanted to represent my values.  There 

was a lot of shouting on that day.  There were a lot of swear 

words.  But there was no hate.  It was all about what we 

wanted to happen: democracy, human rights, free 

speech.  But something changed as the weeks went 

on.  People got more desperate.  The government started 

pulling our permits.  Protests were made illegal.  Police 

began to use violence.  In the beginning we’d just run away, 

but at some point people began to hit back.  It became an 

eye for an eye: using hate speech, setting fires, breaking the 

windows of ‘pro-China’ businesses.  And that’s when I 

stopped participating.  It stopped representing my values.  If 

we’re fighting for free speech, then it has to include 

everyone.  Even people who are supportive of 

China.  Because if we threaten and intimidate anyone who 

disagrees with us, then we become what we’re fighting 

against.”(Hong Kong) 

Monday: Read and essay and 

explain the main idea: 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

Tuesday: Now, explain the 

central idea. 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

Wednesday: If the narrator felt like change wasn’t 

likely to happen why did she go in order to 

“represent her values”? What does that mean? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Thursday: List 1 idea 

from the essay that you 

agree with: 

___________________

___________________

___________________ 

List 1 idea that you 

disagree 

with:_______________

___________________

___________________

___________________ 

Friday: What does the narrator mean with the ending line 

saying “if we threaten and intimidate anyone who 

disagrees with us, then we become what we’re fighting 

against.”? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
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“I grew up in an orphanage with only boys.  I always wanted 

to learn some type of fighting.  But I got married and had 

kids, so I just never had the time.  But when I turned forty, 

and all the kids were finally grown, I decided to learn Judo. 

There weren’t many women in the class.  A few girls came 

in, but they never lasted.  They’d get married, have children, 

and eventually drop out.  But I kept going.  I became a 

brown belt.   I’d spar against men.  Sometimes new people 

would wonder what the old lady was doing there, but they 

learned soon enough.  I only stopped a few months ago.  But 

I’m still strong.  Feel my arms.  Notice I’m sitting alone right 

now.  I’m not afraid.  Everyone knows not to mess with 

me.  They can see in my eyes that I’m not scared.  I may be 

eighty-six but I could lift you off the ground and throw you 

over my shoulder right now.”(Amsterdam, The Netherlands) 

Monday: Read the essay and explain the main idea: 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: Go back into the essay. 

Find an example where she is 

physically strong.  Underline the 

section or sentence and explain 

why you chose that part. 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Now, go back into the essay and 

find an example where she is 

emotionally strong. Circle the 

section or sentence and explain 

why you chose that part. 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

Wednesday: If you could interview her, what 2 questions would you ask and why? 

1.    

 

 

2.     

Thursday: Think of songs you know. Give her a 

theme song. What is the title of the song you 

thought of? 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

Explain the connection: 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

Friday: What do you think motivated her to continue 

with judo for 46 years? 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
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“Adults guess and assume that I’m not going to understand 

things just because I’m a little kid.  And it can be 

frustrating.  Cause, like, I really want to know stuff.  Or even 

when they do talk to me about things, they’ll always try to 

‘tone it down to my level.’  They especially avoid the heavy 

themes like sex and death and cannibalism and stuff.  But 

that’s stuff I want to talk about.  I’m really fascinated by the 

Donner Party.  The entire expedition, really.  What did it feel 

like to eat people that you knew?  I’m also fascinated by 

how the human mind deals with death.  It’s like people shut 

down the idea of death completely, and insist that heaven 

and hell are places after death.  But death is death.  And 

everyone after death is dead, because consciousness is just 

your brain.  And even if there is evidence of life after death, 

it’s difficult to assess.  We’re going to be incredibly biased 

toward any information that suggests there’s something 

more.  Because we are so desperate to believe it.” 

Monday: Read the essay and then list 2 things that readers 

might find surprising. 

 

1.      

 

 

 

2.     

Tuesday: If you could interview her, what 

2 questions would you ask? 

1.    

 

 

 

2.     

Wednesday: Do you believe in her assessment of death? Explain. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Put yourself in her shoes, why do you think it would be frustrating to have adults 

shelter you from the hard questions you might have?  Explain. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday: How does the idea that knowledge=power apply to this essay? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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           “I just hope the impending disaster that kills everyone happens after I die.” 

Monday: Read the essay and explain whether the narrator is an optimist or 

a pessimist. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: What “impending disaster” do you think she is referring to? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_ 

Wednesday: Create a title for this essay. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Why did you title the essay that? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ 

 Thursday: Explain the expression on her face in relation to her essay. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Friday: If you could interview her, what 2 questions 

would you ask? 

1.    

 

 

 

2.     
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20 new revisions 
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  “It took me a long time to get out of the house. My mum was afraid of the outside 

world. She used to walk me to primary school even though it was only two minutes 

down the road. Same with secondary school. And when I got my first job, she sat in the 

parking lot for the entire day. She’s most comfortable at home: cooking, cleaning, 

looking after us. And she never understood why I felt so restless. I was never allowed to 

go out with friends. I wasn’t allowed to go to shopping malls. So I became a timid 

person. At school I was always the student who was ‘just there.’ I’d sit in the back of 

the class. I wouldn’t answer questions. One of my teachers asked me when I’d joined 

the class and I’d been there for two years. But I always loved learning. I wanted to be a 

teacher. I just never thought I had the courage. I didn’t think I could stand in front of a 

class. I didn’t think I could control the kids. So I kept giving up. I dropped the course 

two times. But my friends kept encouraging me, and I finally got my certificate in July. 

Since then I’ve been on nine interviews. I’ve had three placements already. Two were 

at Catholic schools, which especially worried me because I’m so visibly Muslim. But the 

students were great. The teachers were great. And I’ve grown so much. I can stand my 

ground. I still get nervous with every new placement, but I don’t shake anymore. I’m 

hoping to get hired soon. And as soon as I get my first paycheck, I’m taking my mum to 

the shopping mall.” LONDON, ENGLAND 

 

 Monday: Read the 

essay and underline 

parts that resonate 

with you.  

Tuesday: Go back into the essay and circle the 

section or sentence where the narrator realizes she 

needs to make a change in her life.  

Wednesday: Why do you think her mother was so afraid of the world?  

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Do you think the narrator 

blames her mother for making her 

shy and timid? Explain. 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

Go back into the text and highlight a 

section or sentence that supports 

your answer.  

Friday: Why do you 

think she wanted to 

become a teacher? 

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________ 
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“Honestly I just fell into it. I started as an engineering major. 

Then one night I was slaving over my physics homework, 

while my roommate sipped tea on the couch and read a 

novel. So I decided to be an English major like her. Ten years 

later I’m working as a copywriter at an advertising agency. 

You know that feeling when you’re pulling into the 

driveway, but you can’t remember anything about your ride 

home? That’s a bit how it feels. Like I blinked and I’m eight 

years down a career path that I just sort of fell into. There’s 

plenty to be grateful for. It’s a good enough job. I’m not 

living paycheck to paycheck. I can afford to have fun and 

take vacations. But my job is not my passion. And every 

story you see elevated on social media is: ‘I loved this thing. 

It became my passion. And then it became my career.’ 

There’s not many people saying: ‘My job isn’t my passion, 

but I love mountain biking on the weekends. And that’s 

enough for me.’ I think the feeling I’m trying to resolve is a 

sense of ‘enoughness.’ There’s so much I love about my life, 

but I spend most of my time at work. Is it OK to get my joy 

outside of work? Or does my passion need to be tied to my 

livelihood and a sense of responsibility?” 

Monday: Read the essay and 

explain her feelings towards 

her job. 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

Tuesday: Why did the 

narrator switch her majors 

when she saw her roommate 

reading a book? 

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________ 

Wednesday: What does the narrator mean by the term 

‘enoughness’? Explain. 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Thursday: What does it mean 

to live paycheck to 

paycheck? 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________ 

Friday: How important do you think it is to 

love your job? Explain. 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________________________ 
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“I wanted to be a billionaire by the age of thirty. It was a literal goal. I wanted to be  

the African version of Bill Gates or Warren Buffett. My parents always told me to 

work hard, and the money will come. It just seemed like the prize you got for 

checking all the boxes. And I always checked the boxes. I made straight A’s. I went 

to Howard University. I worked at Goldman Sachs after graduating. The plan was to 

make money, build relationships, then return to Ghana and create some 

businesses. But my first business took too long to get off the ground. Then I got 

frustrated and poured all my savings into another business. Both of them were self-

sustaining for a while, but it’s been a struggle since then. Right now I’m trying to 

raise more funds and it’s not going well. And I’m a far reach from where I wanted 

to be. My confidence is shaken. I’m unsure of my next step. And I’m approaching 

forty. I’m trying to manage the disappointment by changing my perspective. I try to 

remind myself that I have a beautiful wife and son. I’ve employed people. And I’ve 

had some great experiences. I no longer feel the need to be a billionaire. My new 

goal is to have a successful business that I can work at every day. But in the back of 

my mind, I keep wondering: ‘Am I developing a more realistic perspective? Or is 

this what quitting sounds like?’” 

Monday: Read the essay and explain the main 

idea. 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

___________ Wednesday: How do you define success? How 

will you know if you have become successful by 

the time you are 30? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Tuesday: How did the narrator’s definition of success 

change over time? Explain. 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_____________________ 
Thursday: What does he mean when he says, “I’m trying 

to manage the disappointment by changing my 

perspective”? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Friday: What do you think 

about the final line? Is he 

readjusting and being 

realistic, or is he quitting? 

Explain. 

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

__________________ 
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“I had to take a bike ride to get away from my teenage daughter. 

She missed the deadline for her college application, but she lied 

and told me that she’d sent it in on time. I believed her. I decided 

to give her space and let her do it on her own. Then yesterday I 

found a letter saying that her application came too late. So I 

cooked her dinner. I let her have a nice meal. Then I served her 

the letter for dessert. We started arguing. She told me that she 

wants to take a semester off. She thinks I’m bossing her around 

and she wants to do things her own way. But I worked two jobs 

for this girl. I raised her on my own. I’ve given her everything. She 

was born at 11:58 p.m., two minutes before my birthday. She 

looks just like me. She acts just like me. And she’s stubborn like 

me. Whenever we butt heads I think, ‘Oh my God. I’m Angie. I’m 

fighting with my eighteen-year-old self.’ Except I was already 

pregnant with her older brother by then. And I just want things to 

be easier for her.” NEW YORK, UNITED STATES 

Monday: Read the essay and then explain the mother’s 

motivation for wanting her daughter to apply to college. 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: Go back into the essay and highlight the sections or 

sentences that support the response you wrote on Monday.  

Wednesday: Underline parts of the essay that resonate with you, 

and then next to what you underlined, explain the connection you 

made.  

Thursday: If you could interview 

the mom, what question would 

you ask her? 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

 

Why?  

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

_ 

Friday: If you could interview the 

daughter, what question would 

you ask her? 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

 

Why?  

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

_ 
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“We came out together. It felt safe because we had similar 

backgrounds. We’d both been in long-term relationships 

with men, so we didn’t need to explain ourselves. 

Everything felt comfortable. She was the chaser at first. She 

had no brakes. It was a Big Love: really fast, really deep, 

really far. And she was the one who first verbalized it. She 

put a name to it. We came back from a holiday in Beirut, 

and she said: ‘Now this is a serious relationship.’ And from 

that moment things began to change. Now I’m the chaser. I 

always feel anxious about her true feelings. I see every little 

thing as a rejection. Like when she goes to sleep without 

saying goodnight. Or when I see her spontaneously smile 

with her children, in a way that she doesn’t with me. And 

then there’s touch. I need it. It helps calm my anxieties. It 

gets me out of my mind. It can be really small—just two 

seconds on the back of the neck, and I can feel grounded 

again. But without it I feel complete rejection. And she 

didn’t have a problem with it for the first six months. But 

now she says she feels a bit cramped. She needs a little 

space. And then I wonder if it’s me. I think of my dad. 

Always needing hugs, always needing kisses, always needing 

reassurance, too much, too much, too much. My mother felt 

suffocated. So I think: ‘Maybe it’s me.’ And honestly, when I 

think it’s a problem with me, for a moment I feel reassured. 

Because that means it’s not a problem with us.” 

AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS 

Monday: Read the essay and 

underline sections or sentences 

that resonate with you or 

someone you know.  

Tuesday: Out of the 4 themes, 

which theme is the most 

predominant in this essay? 

Identity                    Relationships 

                              

Growth                             Fear 

 

Wednesday: Think back to the theme you identified on Tuesday, locate and write 

down 2 sections or sentences from the essay that demonstrate that theme: 

1.       

 

             

2.            

Thursday: Give this essay a title: 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Friday: Explain what it means to be “grounded” and why this concept is so 

important. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_ 
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“We don’t like pictures like this. It is not good to reduce an 

entire country to the image of a person reaching out for 

food. It is not good for people to see us like this, and it is not 

good for us to see ourselves like this. This gives us no 

dignity. We don’t want to be shown as a country of people 

waiting for someone to bring us food. Congo has an 

incredible amount of farmland. An incredible amount of 

resources. Yes, we have a lot of problems. But food is not 

what we are reaching for. We need investment. We need 

the means to develop ourselves.” KINSHASA, DEMOCRATIC 

REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

Monday: Read the essay and 

explain the main idea. 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

Tuesday: What does narrator mean when he says “dignity”? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: What did the narrator mean 

when he says, “We need investment. We 

need the means to develop ourselves”. 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

 

Thursday: Go back into the essay and 

highlight the section or sentence that 

shows what the Congo is “reaching” for?  

Then, explain what he means when he 

says “reaching”. 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

Friday: Give this essay a title. 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

Why did you give this essay the title you did? 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

_ 
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“I don’t know how 

old I am.” MUMBAI, 

INDIA 

Monday: Read the essay and think of 2 questions 

you would ask if you could interview her.  

 

1.     

  

2.      

Tuesday: What do you think this reveals about her 

childhood and her upbringing? Explain your 

answer. 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

________ 

 
Wednesday: What could be positive 

about not knowing your Birthday? How 

freeing do you think it might be? 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

Thursday: Explain the negative side to 

not knowing your Birthday? How 

hindering could that be? 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

Friday: Use the essay and the picture to explain 

what kind of woman she might be. 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
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“He had a heart attack at the office. He was only forty years old. We’d left the 

house together that morning, but he never came home. I was in shock. They told 

me to cry but I couldn’t. I lost so much weight. My children were still so young and 

I knew I’d have to fight alone. I’d let my husband pamper me for my entire life. 

We were always together. There were so many things I didn’t understand because 

he’d taken care of everything. He’d always driven us everywhere. I’d fall asleep in 

the car the moment we got on the highway. So I had to learn to read maps, and 

figure out directions, and how to wait for the bus. It made me so nervous when 

the crowd started pushing, but I learned to push too. I learned to go to the 

pharmacy and wait in line. It seems so simple, but my husband had always been 

the one who went to the pharmacy. I had to teach myself all these things. But God 

made it easy for me. The time has passed so fast. I supported us by working as a 

teacher and I’ve educated both my children. Now they’re teachers themselves. 

And my daughter is getting married this Saturday. My son is going to walk her 

down the aisle.” JAKARTA, INDONESIA 

Monday: Read the essay and explain the role resiliency plays in it. 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: Why do you think she found 

it important to explain that her 

daughter was getting married and her 

brother was walking her down the 

aisle? 

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

____________________ 

Wednesday: What does she 

mean when she says, “[i]t made 

me nervous when the crowd 

started pushing, but I learned to 

push too”? 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

Thursday: Explain how her 

faith helped her adapt to the 

changes in her life. 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

Friday: Give this essay a 

title. 

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

_____________ 
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“I’ve always wondered if I’m a mean 

person. A lot of people think that I’m cold. 

I don’t feel cold when I’m alone. Or when 

I’m with my close friends. But it’s not easy 

for me to get to know people. I guess I’m 

just guarded. I don’t really talk about my 

feelings. The more I talk about them, the 

more I feel misunderstood. I don’t like to 

sit close. I’m not a hugger. I don’t even like 

to be touched by people I don’t know. It’s 

taken me so long to know myself, I don’t 

want people feeling like they know me 

immediately.” WARSAW, POLAND 

Monday: Read the essay and highlight sections 

or sentences that resonate with you.  

Tuesday: What does the narrator mean when 

she says, “a lot of people think that I’m cold”? 

What does “cold” mean in this sentence? 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

________ 

Wednesday: Why do you think she feels more misunderstood 

when she tries to talk to people? 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Is this something you can relate to? Explain. 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Think about the sentence “it has taken me so long to know myself, I 

don’t want people feeling like they know me immediately”. Do you feel like you 

know yourself? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Do you often feel judged by other people before they get to know you? Explain. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Friday: What is the author’s purpose in this essay. What is the point she is trying 

to make? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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“My wife is on maternity leave right now. Our son is four months old. And we have a daughter who is five. In 

addition to not sleeping well, I desperately need to find some work. Right now I’m working freelance. I had a 

couple big projects recently, but those have already ended. Maybe I should go work for a corporation. I’ve 

always tried to avoid it, but maybe that’s the responsible thing to do since I have kids. There’s always more 

pressure when it comes to people who wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t for you. You understand from day one how 

it works. An infant can’t even eat by himself. It’s all on you. When you first see the baby, it’s like a little stranger. 

You don’t know this person. You need to learn what it needs and who it is. But as they grow, and start to 

communicate, you begin to see a real person, someone similar to you, with their own needs, and their own 

world, and it’s becoming more and more complex over time, and you’re becoming more  and more important in 

that world. And that can be a lot of pressure.” WARSAW, POLAND 

Monday: Read the essay and then explain the main idea. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: What does the narrator 

mean when he says, “[t]here’s always 

more pressure when it comes to 

people who wouldn’t be here if it 

wasn’t for you”? What “pressure” is he 

referring to? 

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________ 

Wednesday: Think about your 

own parents or guardians. Can 

you think of a time when the 

pressure of parenthood was 

high? Explain. 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

Thursday: Do you think he 

regrets having children? 

Explain your response. 

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________ 

Go back into the text and 

highlight a section or 

sentence that supports your 

response.  

Friday: What problems is the father 

facing in this essay? 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

What are some solutions to his 

problems? 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

_____________________________ 
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“One thing I love about New York is that it’s constantly reminding you that it doesn’t need you. 

It’s like riding a wild horse. I wanted to be an artist, but the only work this city was willing to 

accept from me was to sit at a table and read tarot cards. So I did it for twenty years. I have no 

ability to predict the future. I told everyone that beforehand. There’s no invisible hand moving 

the cards. There’s no spirit whispering secrets in my ear. But I do believe in the cards. I believe 

in them like you’d believe in a poem. I believe in their aesthetics. I worked with French cards. 

Very old cards. Each card was beautiful, but when you arranged them on the table, they would 

speak to each other. They’d relate to each other. They became metaphors. I’d merely ask each 

person to look at the cards and describe what they’re seeing. Everyone brought their own lives 

to the table. Their own memories. Some people left thinking they’d gotten a prediction. Some 

left thinking they’d gotten advice. Some left with specific ideas: the title of a song, the 

conclusion of a novel, I never knew. Because everyone brought their own needs to the cards. 

Just as we bring them to every encounter. Just as we’d bring them to a poem.” NEW YORK, 

UNITED STATES 

Monday: Read the essay and then explain what he means when he 

compares New York to “riding a wild horse”. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: Do you think his 

customers got what they were 

looking for or do you think he 

tricked them? Explain. 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

Go back into the essay and highlight 

a section or sentence to support 

your answer.  

Wednesday: He keeps comparing 

reading tarot cards to reading a poem. 

Explain how these 2 things are similar. 

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________ 

Thursday: What do 

you think the best 

part of his job was? 

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________ 

Friday: He said he moved to New York 

to become an artist. Did he achieve 

this through tarot reading? Explain. 

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________ 
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“I thought it was a blessing at first. All my insecurities suddenly disappeared.  I was writing 

Facebook posts in the middle of the night. I had always been so shy, but now I could talk to 

strangers about God. I felt like a prophet or something. I began acting strangely at school. I told my 

students to pretend like we were the crew of a spaceship. I took them on strange field trips, and 

gave them strange assignments. Eventually there was an embarrassing incident that I don’t even 

want to talk about. But I had a delusion, and I ended up damaging the property of a student. That’s 

when a fellow teacher came up to me, and told me that I should call a doctor. I was diagnosed as 

bipolar in November. They gave me medicine and I started to come down. December was a 

depression. I spent several months in daily care, and I’m just now beginning to get back to my life. I 

cut my hair. It was my way of cutting the past away. And recently I went back to school again. On 

the first day, I spoke at a teachers’ meeting and apologized to everyone. All of my colleagues were 

very kind to me. I was especially afraid to meet with my students again, but it wasn’t bad. They 

said they understood. Some of them even came up and hugged me. Yesterday I was talking to my 

colleague—the same one who had the intervention. And I told her how surprised I was that 

everyone had been so kind and forgiving. She said that everyone had known me for a long time. 

And they knew I wasn’t myself. And that it was my right to be ill. And it wasn’t my fault. And that 

whenever you’re honest about your struggles— people will understand. And they will accept you.” 

WARSAW, POLAND 

Monday: Read the essay and underline 

the turning point(s) in this woman’s life.  

Tuesday: Why do you think she “thought it 

was a blessing at first”? 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

__ 

Wednesday:  

What does the narrator’s coworker mean 

when she says, “whenever you’re honest 

about your struggles- people will 

understand”? 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_ 

Thursday: Circle which theme is most prevalent:  

Facing Darkness               Empowerment 

Power of Words              Self: Inner and Outer 

Then, go back into the essay and underline 2 

sections or sentences that develop the theme 

you selected.  

 

Friday: Give this essay a title. 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 
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“The pauses are the worst. Whenever I’m talking to someone, and I don’t know 

what to say next, and there’s a pause—that’s when I start looking at the floor. 

Then the nervous laughter comes in. And I can’t recover. It’s always been 

difficult for me. Even as a child. Whenever my mom asked me to say hello to 

adults, I’d just look at my feet and mumble under my breath. It comes so 

naturally to other people. They express themselves so easily. They’re so 

happy—maybe not always happy—but light, and carefree. I try. But it feels like 

I’m trying to be another person. And I get uncomfortable. And the cycle 

repeats. I always imagine that people would prefer if I wasn’t around. I never 

went to the disco when I was young. I’ve never had a romantic relationship. I 

haven’t even kissed a girl. I do have parents that care about me, and they make 

sure I know. So I’m thankful for that. But I’d like something more. I want to be a 

dad one day. I’d like to have a career. I’d like to have a family. But if I can’t learn 

how to talk with people, I’m afraid that none of those things will happen.” 

BARCELONA, SPAIN 

Monday: Read the essay 

and underline parts that 

resonate with you or 

someone you know.  

Tuesday: Go back into the text 

and highlight sections or 

sentences that demonstrate 

how his social anxiety has 

negatively affected his life.  

Wednesday: Which type of person are you? Are you the person who 

struggles to talk and looks down at your feet? Or are you one of the 

people where talking seems to come “naturally”? 

_______________________ 

Explain how your answer has affected your life, positively and/or 

negatively. 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Thursday: These essays are told 

through personal interviews. Explain 

the irony happening. Explain why 

you think he could effectively 

communicate his struggle in social 

situations so well to the interviewer. 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

Friday: What can you take away 

from this essay? Meaning, how can 

you apply the ideas communicated  

in the essay to your own life? 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 
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“I’m the link between him and the rest of the world. It can be an exhausting role. When 

things go well, I feel an increased sense of responsibility. It felt like the audience was 

clapping for both of us when he graduated from primary school. But I also feel an 

increased sense of responsibility when things go wrong. He has difficulties in crowds of 

people. A few years ago he got very nervous at the supermarket, and he pushed a 

young girl. Her father got very angry and started screaming at me. Part of me felt guilty 

for what happened. But part of me wished that more people understood what I go 

through. We haven’t been to a supermarket since that incident. The best moments for 

me are when he’s able to link to the world without me. Last Thursday we were visiting 

another girl with Down syndrome. And she was having a bad day. There was very little 

communication. So he tried to give her a box of dominos as a gift. But she refused. So 

he tried again. But she refused again. They went back and forth like this for a while, until 

the girl started to view it as a game, and she started to smile. Then he gave her a hug. A 

real hug with feeling. He made a connection. And it was his idea. Not mine.” ROSARIO, 

ARGENTINA 

Monday: Read the essay and underline the challenges the mother faces.  

Tuesday: Now, go 

back into the essay 

and circle the 

challenges the son 

faces.  

Wednesday: Explain how the challenges of the mother and son are the same. ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explain how they are different. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Explain what you think school might be like for someone 

who struggles to make connections in the world like the son in this 

essay. 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Friday: Why is it significant or important to hear or read stories about the 

struggles other people face? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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“We had a big discussion whether to raise him in Africa or move to the States. 

We both grew up in Ghana. But I got my PhD in West Virginia, so moving to 

America was an option. The job opportunities would certainly be better there. 

Both of us are professors, and you’d probably laugh if you knew what we got 

paid here. Healthcare would be better too. You don’t hear of people dying in 

America because they can’t find an open hospital bed. But despite these 

things, we decided to raise our son here. Because he’d never have to think 

about the color of his skin. We never have to explain what it means to be 

black. Or the rules of being black. One day in West Virginia I got an Amber 

Alert on my phone. All it said was ‘tall black male.’ I was the only one in sight 

so I nearly panicked. Then another day I was walking back to my dormitory. I’d 

just finished teaching a course. Someone drove by in a red truck, threw a 

hamburger at my head, and called me the N-word. It was three o’clock in the 

afternoon. I don’t want to explain that stuff to my child. It’s exhausting to be 

conscious of your skin all the time. You either become militant or you become 

defeated. And I understand why it happens, but extremes of anything aren’t 

good.” ACCRA, GHANA 

Monday: Read the essay and underline sections or sentences 

that might resonate with you or someone you know.  

Tuesday: Explain the 2 choices this family faced and why the 

decision was difficult.  

 

1.    

 

2.     

Wednesday: Have you 

ever been treated 

differently based on 

the way you look? 

Explain. 

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

____ 

Thursday: What 

emotion(s) do 

you feel when 

reading this? 

Why? 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

______ 

Friday: Explain what the 

narrator means when he 

says, “It’s exhausting to 

be conscience of your 

skin all the time”. 

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________ 
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“I’d been living by myself since the age of fifteen. So he was the first person I ever met who 

felt like family. But he told me: ‘If you want to get married, you have to stop dancing.’ At that 

time I was dancing for two or three hours a day. He knew it was my biggest joy in life, and he 

resented it. He wanted all my attention for himself. So he made me quit. Things became worse 

when we married. He controlled every aspect of my life. Whenever I wanted to do something, 

it was always: ‘no, no, no.’ I couldn’t own a cell phone. I couldn’t meet with friends. I didn’t 

have any social interaction. For seven years I stayed like this. His drinking grew worse as time 

went on. He became violent. He eventually beat me so badly that I ran away to a domestic 

violence shelter. There was a small park by the shelter, and every morning I walked through it. 

One morning I passed some people playing music. I stopped to listen. And I began to dance. I 

closed my eyes. I remembered some traditional movements, but the rest I improvised. I could 

hear people applauding. I began to tremble. Something overflowed inside me. It was the first 

time in years that I was allowed to be myself. And in that moment, I decided to leave him.” 

TOKYO, JAPAN 

Monday: Read 

the essay and 

then explain the 

main idea. 

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________ 

Tuesday: Go back into the essay and highlight each part 

where the theme of control is present.  

Then, explain how this theme changed throughout the 

essay. 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: What is the moral of her story? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Why is it important for people to hear her story? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Thursday: If you could interview her, what 2 questions 

would you ask her?  

1.    

 

2.     

Friday: Give this essay a title. 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________  
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“My wife and I were eating at a rib joint in Key Largo, and we actually took out a 

piece of paper and made a pros and cons list. The ‘con’ list was pretty normal: 

time, money, things like that. I remember at the top of the ‘pro’ list was: ‘Full 

Human Experience.’ After our daughter was born, that became an inside joke with 

us. Every time she was screaming at bath time, my wife and I would look at each 

other and say: ‘Full Human Experience.’ The first three months were the hardest. 

Honestly, we wondered if we’d made a mistake. It was like a bomb dropped and 

eviscerated everything in our lives. But then our daughter started growing up, and 

learning to do things on her own, and we kept taking small steps back and getting 

more of our own time back. There’s an unexpected sadness to getting your life 

back. It’s like you’re getting laid off slowly from an equally grueling but joyful job. 

She’s ten now. And I’ll notice that she’ll be reading alone for an hour without 

getting bored and jumping on me. We used to make tents on the bed, now it’s 

more homework and YouTube. Sometimes she’ll go in her room for a long time 

and close the door. Her life is becoming hers and I’m fascinated by where it’s going 

to go. But it’s bittersweet that she needs me less and less.” NEW YORK, UNITED 

STATES 

Monday: Read the essay and explain the purpose for the 

pro/con chart. 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: What did they mean by “Full Human Experience”? 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Why do 

you think the 

realization that their 

daughter needs them 

less is “bittersweet”?  

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_ 

Thursday: Do you think children notice their shift 

towards independence the same way parents do? 

Explain. 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

Friday: Circle which theme plays the biggest role in 

this essay.  

Growing up        Independence      sacrifice        family  

Go back into the essay and highlight the section(s) or 

sentence(s) that support your choice.  
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“If there’s a chance then it’s worth a try. Even if nobody else 

wants to try, I will try. A lot of these kids have exhausted all 

their options. They may have had several surgeries 

elsewhere and it’s either hospice or one more try. And I 

know if I can get this tumor out, the child has a chance. I 

take 100 percent responsibility for the outcome and I don’t 

like to lose a drop of blood. So it’s a lot of stress. I have four 

grafts in my heart. My neck muscles are always tense. Some 

of these surgeries have probably taken years off my life. But 

tumors kill kids in very horrible ways. So if there’s a chance, I 

will try. I’ve only lost five kids on the operating table. And 

I’ve wanted to kill myself every single time. Those parents 

trusted me with their child. It’s a sacred trust and the 

ultimate responsibility is always mine. I lose sleep for days. I 

second-guess every decision I made. And every time I lose a 

child, I tell the parents: ‘I’d rather be dead than her.’ And I 

mean it. But I go to church every single day. And I think that 

I’m going to see those kids in a better place. And I’m going 

to tell them that I’m sorry. And hopefully they’ll say, ‘Forget 

it. Come on in.’” NEW YORK, UNITED STATES 

Monday: Read the essay and then explain the figurative weight this 

doctor is carrying. 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: Why do you think he continues to do these surgeries if 

the stress of his job is taking years off his own life? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Go back into the essay and 

circle the pros to his job.  

Go back into the essay and underline the 

cons.  

Thursday: Using what you circled 

and underlined on Wednesday, 

which side wins, the pros or cons? 

Explain. 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

_____________________________ 

Friday: Explain why the line “Forget it. 

Come on in.” might serve as a strong title 

for this essay. 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 
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“My parents aren’t giving me the freedom to be responsible. Mama’s fine. But Papa 

is an Egyptian father. He wants me to always be in a safe, cozy home. Recently I 

wanted to go on an educational trip to Sri Lanka. I begged him. I said, ‘Please, I’ll be 

living with a family. I’ll call you ten times a day.’ But he wouldn’t listen. I locked 

myself in my room and cried. I wanted that experience. I wanted to meet beautiful 

people, and eat beautiful food, and take beautiful photos. I know my dad very well. 

He just doesn’t trust people. He thinks that I’m naïve. He thinks that everyone who 

helps you wants something in return. But that’s not why I help people. I love people. 

I love languages. I can even speak a little Hindi. I want to see every village and every 

city. I even want to work for NASA one day. I love physics and astronomy. But Papa 

thinks astronomy is a bad idea. He doesn’t get it. It’s not that he doesn’t understand 

the stars. He just doesn’t understand me.” ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT 

Monday: Read the essay and underline sections that might resonate 

with you or other people your age.  

Tuesday: Go back into the essay and circle what the daughter wants 

out of life.  

Now, go back into the essay and draw boxes around what the father 

wants for her.  

Why do you think there is conflict? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Explain how the daughter feels about her father? 

_____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

How do you know? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Put yourself in the father’s shoes, explain why he feels and 

thinks the way he does. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

Would you be different as a parent or the same? Explain. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

Friday: If you could interview her, what question would you ask? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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“I’m a fund manager. There’s this idea in society that pushing paper is bad, but making 

widgets is good. People think there’s a nobility to making steel or fixing cars. But go ask 

your grandfather what’s more important to him: his car or his pension? People like to say 

that the markets are just a game, and it’s quite trite. I think it’s meant to be an insult. But 

it is a game. It’s like figuring out a sudoku puzzle. And that’s why I enjoy it. Look, I’ve got a 

friend who’s a back surgeon. Top in the country. He’s far wealthier than I am. But do you 

think he actually enjoys opening up a new back every day? There ’s the occasional 

emotional moment, but day to day, he’s just earning his crust like the rest of us. But when 

you ask what keeps him going, it’s that every case is different. He enjoys the puzzle. Don’t 

get me wrong, I’ve met a few surgeons with a God complex—you know, the whole ‘I save 

lives,’ Mother Teresa kind of deal. But for most of them, they’re just playing a game like 

me. Except there’s a body in front of them, instead of the markets.” LONDON, ENGLAND 

Monday: Read the essay and then explain the main idea. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: Explain what the narrator means when he says, 

“[t]here’s this idea in society that pushing paper is bad but making 

widgets is good. People think there’s a nobility to making steel or 

fixing cars.” 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: What point is he making when he compares his job to those of 

surgeons? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday: Explain the comparison between jobs and a game. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Friday: Circle which theme plays the biggest role in this essay. 

Hard work          Fulfillment               Money                 Progress 

Then, explain why you chose the theme you did. 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

__ 


